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New York
New York was unique among the thirteen original colonies in that it had a Dutch-English
heritage and was characterized from its inception by its religious and ethnic diversity.
Originally known as the Dutch colony of New Netherlands, New York was captured by
the English (1664), lost to the Dutch (1673), and then returned to the English under the
terms of the Treaty of Westminster (1674). The lands encompassed in the New York colony
stretched from roughly the Delaware to the Connecticut Rivers and included the city of
New York, then called New Amsterdam.
James, Duke of York, was granted personal title to all lands and resources in the Province
of York by his brother Charles Il. Because the English were concerned with maintaining
established commerce and also recognized that few English people actually resided in the
colony, the terms of capitulation for New Netherlands were moderate and included
the continuance of religious tolerance, respect for property and inheritance rights, and the shortterm allowance of uninterrupted trade with the Netherlands. Although New York was
officially English, it maintained its Dutch identity for almost another generation.
English settlement grew slowly, and efforts at Anglicizing the colony occurred incrementally.
A group of English setters moved west of the Hudson River and established the separate
colony of New Jersey in 1665. The English judicial system was reflected in the province's
establishment of trial by jury (1665), the required use of the English language for all court
proceedings (1674), and the acceptance of common law ( 1691). Other English influences
were seen in the appointment of a mayor, a board of aldermen, and a common council in the
charter enacted for New York City (1686) and in the use of such English land designations as
shires and manors. Many Dutch acknowledged the rising influence of the English in public life
and commerce by learning their language.
The province had more concerns than the assimilation of its Dutch population. Its English
settlers on Long Island, who had migrated from New England, were accustomed to selfgovernment and balked at the duke's strictures. To accommodate their demands, the settlers
were granted limited self-government under the Duke's Laws of 1665. Boundary disputes, too,
were an ongoing problem and led England to relinquish its claims on Connecticut by 1668.
Also of concern were the nearby French, who posed an economic threat to the stability of
the strategically located province. In 1688, to strengthen its position and facilitate enforcement
of its Navigation Acts, England annexed New York into the Dominion of New England. By
forming an alliance with the Iroquois, the English further protected their lands against French
encroachment. The difficulties of the province were compounded by the Leisler Rebellion
(1689-1691), which occurred in reaction to the overthrow of the Catholic James Il and the
accession of William and Mary to the English throne. With the city government still in the
hands of followers of James Il, insurgents rose up against the aristocracy in New York,
seized control, and unsuccessfully attempted to elevate the Anglican Church in the hitherto
religiously tolerant province. Becoming the de facto government, Jacob Leisler and his
followers assumed military control of the province and collaborated with the New England
colonies in an unsuccessful attack on French Catholic settlements in Canada in 1690. Though
Leisler was tried for treason and hung by the English in 1691, conflicts between England and
France in America continued through a series of long wars: King William's War (1689-1697),
Financially weakened by its extended military campaigns, England imposed direct taxes on

the colony and enforced restrictive controls on its manufacturing and trade. These actions
directly led to the American Revolution (1776-1783) and ultimately resulted in complete
independence from England. British colonialism officially ended for New York and the other
twelve colonies, and a new nation was formed.
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